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XII. A Letter from Richard BrcKiklesby 
M. D. and F. R. S\ to the Preficlent, con^ 
cerning the Indian Poifbn^ fent over from 
M. de la Cond imine^ Member of the Royal 
Academy ^Sciences at Paris, 

Honmred Sin 

MeMd Fek s-TpHE^ Subjcas of Natural Hiflory arc 
'74 7- Jl^ often ftrangc and iincomnion i but 

the Authors who have treated on them have not 
failed, on their Parts, to fupport and ralfe the Won- 
der, and once conceived AiioniOimcnt, by afcribing 
Properties v/hich never eiiftcd in Nature 5 thus in- 
dulging the Humour of finding a Marvellous in all 
Things, Trutlis have been greatly obfcurcd, and 
Errors prop.igared without Number, 

It is to this Caufc originally (if I niiftake not) 
wc are to afcribc the prodigious Multiplicity of Poi- 
ibiis, and ih.it equally numerous Tribe of Antidotes, 
treated of by the Ancients in their J#^#m^ medics ; 
r»nd i fhould be very gKid 10 have found modern 
Authors always juft to Truth, in the Qualities by 
ihcin afcrib^d to particular Drugs. 

Upon hearing lately Parr of Mr. y ami Jfmtomo 
de Lmh Letter to you, Sir, I was fufpicious Mr. de la 
Cmdmnme had taken fome Fadls there upon the 
Auriiority of others, or e!fc had been himfelf a lit* 
tie too much addiricd to that gcnejral Byas of Man 
kind, the Love of Prodigy and Wonder. 
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In order to be better faiisfy'd, I di^Dlvcd, irl a cer- 
tain Quantity of fair VVatvr, aii much of the Indian 
Poifon as could be fufpcndcd, and let it (land to 
clear 24 Hours; and, having made a lupurficial In- 
cifion with a Lanccc into the Nofc of a youni; Car^ 
a few Drops were fprinklcd on the Wound. The 
Creature at firft difcovcr'd no Marks of Injury re- 
cciv'dj yet in half an Hour llie fecm'd, by mewing 
more than before, to be fcnfible of fomc Pain. 
Thusfhe remained about 20 Minutes 5 when at length 
flic ihiyer'd, was ficcpy, foon became convulsed, and, 
in about half an Hour, her Limbs were flaccid, and 
her Belly (weii'd. Thefe Symptonii) continu d, till 
file in a iliort time expired. 

Some time pafs'd, e'er I fat down to inquire what 
vifible Effeds had been produced on the Body. I 
then leparated the Head from its Trunk, and care- 
fully examined the Brain, and particularly the 
Origin of the Nerves 5 but when I had confider'd it 
thoroughly, I could not difcover any preternatural 
Appearance in any of thefe Part.s. Having ipcnt near 
half an Hour in this Inquiry, I open'd the Thorax^ 
and, with fomc Surprize, found the Pulfation of the 
Heart as regular, as if the Animal were in perfcd 
Health. This Appearance cont mfd above two Hours 
after the Cat's Head was off; but afterwards Ian- 
uifh'd, and was nuich weaker. 

I then opcn'd one Ventricle of the liearr, in which 
the Blood was fomcwhat coa'2.uiaicd. This may be 
ihonght to be partly owing 10 the Medicine $ for, 
foon after it iiad produced ConvuUions in the Crea- 
turcj I had a Mind to fee what Eiuodiog would do, 
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and with that View cut off the Taili but, contrary 
to my Expedation, the Arteries that fupply it with 
Blood bled very little; and, upon catting off the 
Head, the Carotids and both Vertebrals did not pour 
out above half a common Spoonful. 

But as it might be qucftioa'd by fome, from the 
Continuance of the Heart's Pulfation, whether the 
Cat might not pofllbly, if let alone, have recovered, 
I pour'd a few Drops of the fame Solution as before 
into a fupcrficial Wound of a young Dog, weighing 
12 Pounds: The Creature, in lefs than an Hour, 
fliivcr'd, became flccpy, was very cold, and fo ftupid, 
that he fuffcr'd himfclf to be often burnt by the 
hot Afncs beneath the Grate, where he lay for 
Warmdi. 

In this comatous Way he continuVi near four Hours, 
and then fhookoff his Stupor y and was much better. 
I left him all Night, and found him next Morning 
quite well, and as hungry as ever. Upon this I 
made an Incifion at that time into one of the crural 
Veins, and pour'd a few Drops of the Solution into 
it : In lefs than lO Minutes the Dog gave Signs of 
great Pain, foon (hiver'd, grew cold, was convuls'd, 
and in lefs than 20 Minutes died. 

Upon opening him nothing uncommon was found, 
nor was the Blood in this Creature's Heart fo thick 
as in the former. The crural Vein did not bleed 
from a large Orifice, after the Poifon was infufed, 
though it was likely to do it before. 

But, as fome Authors have faid, that Birds in par- 
ticular arc inrtantly deprived of Life, if the ieail 
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Particle of certain Poifons arc infuild into the 
Blood, I had a Mind to try one Experiment, and to 
this End infufed a few Drops of our Souition into 
a cuticular Wound of a fmall Bird. This occafion'd 
hanging of the Feathers^ and a Stupor^ in Icfs than 
10 Minutes, and kiird hhn in fomcwhat more than 
fifteen. 

I gave about two Drachms of Sugar to raiothcr 
Bird of the fluiie kind, and fhortly afterwards pour'd 
a little of the Sokition into its Mouth ^ but two 
Drops had icarcc touch'd his Tongue before the 
Creature was convub'd, and I could with Difficnhy 
lay him down before all Motion was taken away. 

I gave thcfe two Birds to two Cats 5 and whether 
from eating ihem or not I don't pretend to fay, the 
Cars made fo uncommon a Noife the whole Nighr, 
that they di(ka*lVd the Family's Reft. 

From ihefe Experiments we find that the fuppofed 
Specific is of no manner of Ufe, even when the 
Poifon is only taken at the Mouth ; and from them 
it may appear probable, that our Poifon is nearly 
upon the fame Footing with white Arfenic in the 
Cure of the Tooth ach. 

Thus, Sir, having fatisficd myfclf, I thought I 
could do no lc£ than give you an Account of tlic 
Refult of my Trials. If they contained any thing that 
could aftbrd you any Pleafure, ten times the Trouble 
1 have taken would be amply repaid ; but as the 
Subjeft itfeif is far (rom the moll: entertaining, and 
1 am confcious that others may have carried it on 
to much better Purpofe, io 1 have nothing to plead 
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in Exaifc of this Trouble, farther than that I have 
the Honour to be with great Refpeft, 

SIR, 

Lornkfiy Jan. 14. 

1746-7. Your mofi obliged, 

and humble Servant^ 

Richard Brocklesby. 
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XIII. A Letter from Mr. Ricliard Duntliorne, 
to the Rev. Mr. Clia. Mafon^ F. R. S. and 
Woodwardion ^rofeJjoT of Nat Hift. at 
Cambridire. concer?iin<T the MconV Motion. 

S I R, Cawbridge^ Nov. 4. 1746. 

/e.'^./Feb. 5. Y N the Preface to my lunar TabJcs, I 
174^^ 7- J^ liiaicJ, that one Ulc of publifhing 

tliofe Tables would be, the alliiVmg ol Peribns deiirous 
farther to rcdify the lunar Allror,omy, by enabling 
thcni more readijy to conipai'C i\\z Newtonian Theory 
with Obicrvations. 

Si nee the Publifliing thofe Tables, I have fpent 
ionic Time niyfclf la that Compariibn; and here 
fend you the llcililr, that you may communicate it 
to the Royal Society, if you think it dcl'erves to be 
made piiblic, 

A$ ilic Motion of every fccondaiy Planet muft 
partake of the Errors in the Theory ot its primary, 
I ihoui;hr proper, before 1 undertook the Examina* 
tion of the huiar Numbers, to compare thofe of the 
t>un with Objervations* I compared feveral Sets of 
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